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“The Undeclared War that nobody Won” 
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Second Indochina War - Commonly known as the VIETNAM WAR.  
Communist (NVA and Viet Cong) against the South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) and the US.  

NVA (North Vietnamese Army).  Acronym for “The Vietnam People’s Army (VPA or PAVN) 
 

Viet Cộng, (NLF-The National Front for the Liberation of Vietnam) the South Vietnamese Guerrilla fighters 
allied with the NVA.  

 

August 5, 1964 to May 7, 1975 - official Vietnam era. 
9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty. 
2,709,918 Americans served in uniform in Vietnam.  

58,148 were killed and 304,000 wounded, 75,000 were severely disabled.  
As of January 15, 2004, there were 1,875 Americans still unaccounted for. 

The average age of an infantryman serving in Vietnam was 22.  
Average age of those killed in Vietnam was 23.11 years. 

 

Thomas D. Johnston 
 

Graduated Cal Poly University, Pomona, Ca – June 17, 1963 - BS Degree, Social Science 
Married Shirley Cochran, July 26, 1963 -  53 Years this July 

Inducted Boot Camp Fort Ord, Monterey, Ca – Aug 8, 1963.  Active duty Fort Lawton, Seattle, Washington 
6 years military service 1963 to 1969.  (6 mo. active duty, 5 ½ years Ready Reserves) - Traveled throughout Vietnam 

as tourist on five different occasions.   
3 Years USAR: 7 March 1963 – 21April 1966 (Admin Specialist, Hqs X Corp-Sp4) 

3 Years US Air National Guard/AF Reserve:  22 April 1966 – 21 April 1969.  (Admin Specialist, Air Operations–
Sgt.) 196th Fighter Interceptor Squadron.  F102 (Delta Dart).  

Compatriot Tom Johnston 


