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Star Spangled Banner 200th Anniversary Celebration  
Spreckles Organ Pavilion, Balboa Park, San Diego  

September 14, 2014 
 

     

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A special program honoring the 200th anniversary of the Star Spangled Banner was held at the Spreckles 

Organ Pavilion on Sunday afternoon.  Members of the San Diego Chapter Sons of the American Revolution 

served as the Fife and Drum Corps and Color Guard. 
 (Photo by Marty Barck) 

 

 

The Star Spangled Banner, 15 

spangled stars and 15 stripes, that 

flew over Ft. McHenry on 

September 14, 1814, was sighted 

by Frances Scott Key to inspire 

him to write the lyrics of what 

became our National Anthem. 

 

(Photo by Gail Raser) 
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"An example of what can be done with SAR and DAR working together to better present ourselves to the Greater 

San Diego Community."  Richard Barck, VP San Diego Chapter SAR 
(Photo by Marty Barck)  

 
Dick Barck presenting information about  

Ft. McHenry 

A special thank you to our SAR SD Chapter VP Richard Barck for 

his diligent efforts in making arrangements with Ft. McHenry for our 

San Diego Chapter to acquire an actual Star Spangled Banner flag 

that was flown over Ft. McHenry.  Richard also did an outstanding 

job in working with the City of San Diego Mayor’s office for the 

Proclamation, the Spreckles Organ Society for the program 

arrangements, DAR San Diego Chapter Regent Kathleen Winchester 

for the program, KUSI Channel 9 TV for publicity, and the SAR San 

Diego Chapter Fife and Drum and Color Guard, Will Tisch 

Commander.   

BRAVO ZULU COMPATRIOT RICHARD BARCK! 

  
 

 
Announcing the event at KUSI Ch. 9 TV Station 

SD SAR 

Pres. Raser  

DAR SD 

Chapter 

Regent, 

Kathleen 

Winchester 

with Star 

Spangled 

Banner 

Trifold  
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Spreckles Organ Pavilion 

 
Pavilion with Flag 

 
100th Year Celebration 

 
Organist Carol Williams 

 
SD SAR Fife & Drum 

Deborah Cushman, Rev. Dr. Stan De Long, Dennis 

Cushman  
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SAR SD Pres. Ray Raser with 

SD Mayor’s Proclamation  

 
SD SAR Color Guard 

 
SD SAR Color Guard 

Commander William Tisch 

 
SD SAR Commander Tisch, Phillip Hinshaw, Ernest McCullough, Thomas Kubow 

 
Color Guard 
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Star Spangled Banner Remarks at Organ Pavilion  

September 14, 2014 
Presented by Richard Barck, San Diego SAR  

 
 

You see before you a “Storm Flag” which flew over Fort McHenry at the Battle of Baltimore & 

Fort McHenry 200 years ago.  Less than 10 days before the British Army under a charismatic 

General had sacked and burned Washington, including the White House and major government 

buildings.  President Madison and officials had been forced to flee. 

 

In overabundant confidence, the British proclaimed their march on Baltimore and sent the British 

Fleet to destroy Fort McHenry and support their 2,000 troops 

as they occupied Baltimore.  Our nation’s independence was 

hanging by a thin thread! 

 

The British Fleet arrived with over 50 ships and 1200 British 

Marines.  They attacked the Fort with mortars, rockets and 

cannon-balls designed to explode in air, raining shrapnel onto 

soldiers below, but the cannon from the Fort drove them back.  

They fired some 1800 rounds at the Fort and launched the 

Marines during a storm-filled night.  The storm flag flew all 

night and could be seen by the “rocket’s red glare”. 

 

In the morning, the British Fleet Commander surveyed the 

scene – ships damaged; unable to pass the Fort; only some 

200 Marines returning (700 killed, 300 captured) and watched 

“by the dawn’s early light” as the Fort dropped the Storm Flag 

and raised the Garrison Flag (30’ x 45’) with the Fort’s Fife 

and Drum Corps playing “Yankee Doodle”. The Fleet raised anchor and retreated to the open 

sea.  The British Army – with no sea support and drenched by the storm, without food and 

shelter and no dry powder – also retreated, their General felled by musket shots.  Our young 

nation was saved! 

 

Francis Scott Key had watched the battle from a British warship where he had negotiated an 

exchange of prisoners, but was held until after the battle.  His poem/lyrics became the libretto to 

a popular tavern song, “To Anacrea in Heaven” and which became known as our National 

Anthem – The Star Spangled Banner. 

 

By proclamation of the President of the U.S. and the Mayor of San Diego, join with the SAR, the 

DAR, the Organ Society and the Nation, let this be a day of celebration!   

 

LET THE CELEBRATION BEGIN!! 

 

 

 

 

 
Rick Barck, SAR SD Chapter VP 
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Star Spangled Banner Remarks at Organ Pavilion  

September 14, 2014 
Presented By SD Chapter DAR Regent Kathleen Winchester  

 

September 14, 2014 marks the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Baltimore during which Francis 

Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner which officially became our National Anthem in 

1931. Off to your left you will note the replica of the 1814 Star 

Spangled Banner service flag that was flown the night of 

September 13, 1814 and this particular flag has also been flown 

at Fort McHenry, The Midway Museum on June 14th and today - 

here at the Spreckel’s Organ Pavilion. 

 

In the summer of 1813, Mary Pickersgill was contracted to sew 

two flags for Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland as she was 

an experienced maker of ships’ colors and signal flags. She filled 

orders for many of the military and merchant ships that sailed 

into Baltimore’s busy port.  

 

The one that became the Star-Spangled Banner was 30’ x 42’ - a 

Garrison flag; the other, the smaller of the two was a 17’ x 25 

foot storm flag for use in inclement weather which is the same 

size and design as the one that you see hanging from the Pavilion. 

Both flags were made out of wool and stitched together with over 

1 Million stiches by Pickersgill, a thirty-seven-year-old widow, along with her (13) year-old 

daughter Caroline; nieces Eliza Young ( also 13) and Margaret Young (15); and a thirteen-year-

old African American indentured servant, Grace Wisher. They spent about seven weeks making 

the two flags remembering this was in the heat and humidity – in a warehouse during a typical 

Baltimore summer. They assembled the blue canton and the red and white stripes of the flag by 

piecing together strips of loosely woven English wool bunting that were only 24 inches wide. 

The White Spangled Stars 2 feet in diameter were placed on the blue canton. When you hear the 

word “Spangled” it meant that the stars were placed on a very noticeable angle to bring attention 

to them as if they would be dancing or sparkling. 

 

This is the same Flag design that Frances Scott Key saw from afar and inspired him to write the 

Star Spangled Banner. Proclamations have been written by the President of the United States and 

also our Mayor Kevin Faulconer. Mayor Faulconer has proclaimed in this document that this is 

Star Spangled Banner Day on behalf of the DAR, SAR and the Spreckel’s Organ Society!  

 

I would personally like to thank the Sons of the American Revolution for your contributions of 

this day and Carol for her graciousness in letting this event happen and all the volunteers that 

have helped to day to make this event so memorable! 

 

Kathleen Winchester, Regent 

San Diego Chapter, NSDAR 

Centennial Chapter 1910~2014  

“Over a Century of Serving San Diego” 

 
Kathleen Winchester  

SD DAR, Regent  



7 

 

How many verses of anthem do you know? 

Crowd sings to honor Star-Spangled Banner's birthday 
By Lyndsay Winkley, SD Union Tribune  

September 14, 2014 
 

Two hundred years ago, a young lawyer imprisoned on a British ship watched helplessly as the 

single fort standing between the city of Baltimore and the British fleet was bombarded.  

 

“The fight went on to pass Fort McHenry all day and all night,” said Richard Barck, a vice 

president of the Sons of the American Revolution’s San Diego Chapter. “Mortars, rockets, 

bombs bursting in air... that continued 

throughout the night, and by the 

rocket’s red glare, Francis Scott Key 

said, ‘I can see the flag is still there.’”  

 

The morning after the barrage, Sept. 

14, a massive American flag was 

raised, an undeniable symbol of the 

fort’s survival. The British fleet 

retreated. Key penned a poem, 

impassioned by the victory, that 

would become the country’s national 

anthem — “The Star-Spangled 

Banner.”  
 

At a Spreckles Organ Pavilion 

concert Sunday, an audience of more 

than 100 sang the anthem to celebrate its 200th birthday — and not just the first verse. 

Unbeknown to some, the anthem has four versus, although the first verse is the one commonly 

belted by soloists at sporting events. The musical homage was organized by the San Diego 

chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Other well-loved patriotic tunes were 

played by city organist Carol Williams, including “America, The Beautiful,” “You’re a Grand 

Old Flag,” “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” and “Take Me Out to the Ballgame,” (which, while not 

specifically patriotic, is a very American song.)  
 

But the shining star of the ensemble was the anthem in its entirety. As the song’s familiar first 

notes resonated from the organ, audience members stood, their hands on their hearts. 

“I think the gravity of these words resonate with people, and their power has lasted for 200 

years,” said Kathleen Winchester, regent of the local Daughters of the American Revolution said 

of the lyrics. Organizers handed out lyrics sheets for the crowd to sing along, but the impromptu 

chorus struggled with the unfamiliar verses that follow the beginning everyone knows. (See 

below.) Marilyn Orbann, who attended the concert with her husband Carl, sat in the sparse shade 

of a fledgling tree and cooled herself with an American flag-themed fan. She and her husband 

are both retired Navy Officers. Marilyn said during their many tours overseas, the flag and the 

national anthem represented a home. “I even cry when I sing the national anthem,” she said. “It’s 

the ultimate symbol of patriotism.” 
 

 
A special program honoring the 200th anniversary of 

the Star-Spangled Banner was held at the Spreckles 

Organ Pavilion on Sunday afternoon. Members of the 

Sons of the American Revolution were the Color Guard 

UT 9/15/14 

http://www.utsandiego.com/staff/lyndsay-winkley/
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2014/sep/14/star-spangled-banner-anthem-organ-park-singalong/#lb-photo1440542


8 

 

The Star-Spangled Banner lyrics 
 

Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early light 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

Oh, say does that Star - Spangled Banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

 

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep, 

Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes, 

What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam, 

In full glory reflected now shines in the stream: 

'Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh long may it wave 

 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore 

That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion, 

A home and a country should leave us no more! 

Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps' pollution. 

No refuge could save the hireling and slave 

From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave: 

And the Star - Spangled Banner in triumph doth wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

 

Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 

Between their loved home and the war's desolation! 

Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n rescued land 

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto: "In God is our trust." 

And the Star - Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
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Photo Credits: Marty Barck, Gail Raser, Mary-Anne McCullough, Eileen Tisch 
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2014  Time Place Event Notes 
9/18 

Thu 6:00 pm Denny’s @ MCAS SD Chapter Board Meeting 
 

9/18 Thu   U.S. Air Force Birthday (1947) Fly the Flag 

9/20 Sat 11:00 am 
Admiral Baker Club 

2400 Admiral Baker Rd 

Joint SAR/DAR Chapter Meeting 

Program – Constitution Day 
Color Guard 

9/26-27 Fri–Sat  
Louisville, KY 

NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting  

9/27 Sat  
 Memorial Services for recently 

deceased veterans 

Color Guard 

9/28 Sun 11:00am 
Naval Base Pt. Loma, Ballast Pt. 

Cabrillo Festival  

10/11 Sat  
 

General Pulaski Memorial Day Fly the Flag 

10/13 Mon  
 

U.S. Navy Birthday (1775) 
Fly the Flag 

10/13 Mon 
 

 Columbus Day Fly the Flag 

10/16 Thu 
 

Denny’s @ MCAS SD Chapter Board Meeting  

10/25 
Sat 11:00 am Green Dragon Tavern & 

Museum, Carlsbad 
120th Anniversary Luncheon, Banquet 

President Ray Raser 

11/1 Sat  Deadline to Submit Eagle Scout Entries to San Diego Chapter Kebelman 

11/3 Mon  
Balboa Park 

Massing of Colors Color Guard 

11/6 
Thu 

1:30 pm 
USS Midway Museum  Vitas Veterans Memorial Service 

Color Guard 

11/7–8 
Fri-Sat  Petaluma CASSAR Board of Managers Meeting 

 

11/10 Mon   U.S. Marine Corps Birthday (1775) Fly the Flag 

11/11 Tue   Veterans Day Fly the Flag 

11/13 
Thu 

 
Denny’s @ MCAS SD Chapter Board Meeting 

 

11/15 Sat 9:00 am 
MCAS Officer’s Club Chapter Meeting 

Service Awards  

Color Guard 

12/1 Mon  
Deadline to Submit Eagle Scout winning entry to CASSAR 

Vacancy 

12/7 Sun 2:00 pm La Jolla Christmas Parade Color Guard 

12/7 Sun   Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Fly the Flag 

12/13 Sat 9:00 am Ft Rosecrans Nat’l Cemetery Wreaths Across America Program Color Guard 

12/7- 14 Sun/Sun  USS Midway Museum Parade of Lights/Fireworks  

12/15 Mon   Bill of Rights Day Fly the Flag 

12/18 Thu 
 

Denny’s @ MCAS SD Chapter Board Meeting  

12/20   
 

No Chapter Meeting  

SD SAR Chapter Calendar 2014 
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2014  Time Place Event Notes 

12/27 Sat  
 Memorial Services for recently 

deceased veterans 

Color Guard 

12/31 Wed  Deadline to submit CASSAR Application for Veteran’s Service Award  Stan De Long 

12/31 Wed  Deadline to Submit Knight Essay entries to San Diego Chapter Vacancy 

     

FUTURE NSSAR CONGRESS 

2015   Louisville, KY 125th Congress (2015) 
Confirmed 

2016   Boston, MA  126th Congress (2016)  
Confirmed  

FUTURE CASSAR MEETINGS 

4/17–18 Fri/Sat  Irvine, Wyndham Hotel  
CASSAR Annual Meeting Confirmed 

   Riverside, Mission Inn CASSAR Board of Managers Meeting  

 

 
************************************************************************************* 

 

Operation Ancestor Search Presentation 

Wounded Warrior Battalion Naval Medical Center, San Diego 
September 19, 2014 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers are needed to work one-on-one with NMCSD Wounded Warriors in the SAR’s OAS 

Ancestry.com genealogy family search program.  Contact:  sarsdnews@gmail.com 

 

 

 

SD SAR Chapter Calendar 2014 

 
Antonio Tinajero, Ray Raser, Jamie Parker, Del Ritchhart 

mailto:sarsdnews@gmail.com
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120th Anniversary of the Southern California Society  

Sons of the American Revolution Luncheon 

Saturday October 25, 2014   11:00 am  

Green Dragon Tavern & Museum  

Carlsbad, CA  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Green Dragon Tavern & Museum  
6115 Paseo Del Norte, Carlsbad, CA 92011 

760-918-2421 
 

A replica of Boston's original Green Dragon Tavern, where our Sam Adams, Paul Revere and 

other founders met in secret and planned the Boston Tea Party and the American Revolution. 

Paul Revere departed the Green Dragon Tavern for his famous ride to Lexington and Concord 

notifying Patriots  

"One if by land, two if by sea". 
 

Featured Speaker: Karl Jacobs 2014 SAR Minuteman 

SAR Color Guard and a Wounded Warrior honored  
 

Join us at the Headquarters of the Revolution  

Info contact Ray Raser, President San Diego Chapter 

 at:   sarsdnews@gmail.com 

 

 Attire:  Business dress, Color Guard, Colonial or Kilts  
 

Please send the attached reservation no later than October 17, 2014 

  

javascript:void(0)
mailto:sarsdnews@gmail.com
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Meal Reservation for 
 

120th Anniversary of the Southern California Society 
Sons of the American Revolution Luncheon  

 

Where:   Green Dragon Tavern & Museum Carlsbad, CA 

 

When: Saturday October 25, 2014 

 

Time: 11:00 am Museum and No Host Bar in Tavern open  

 

Cost: Luncheon $35 per person 

 

Meal Choices:  
 

Flat Iron Steak 

 Horseradish Mashed potatoes/charred Asparagus/Cipollini Jus   ______________ 

 

Free Range Chicken Breast  

 Horseradish Mashed potatoes/charred Asparagus, fresh lemon/Mushroom  ______________ 

 

Vegetarian option          _______________ 

 Seasonal Risotto 

 
Drinks included:  
 Soft Drinks/Coffee/Tea  

 
Names: 

_________________________________   _______________________________ 

_________________________________   _______________________________ 

_________________________________   _______________________________ 

   
Total $________________ 

Reservation due by October 17, 2014  
 
Make your check payable to:  SD SAR and send it to:   

 
Dan McLaughlin, SD SAR Treasurer 

1354 Watwood Rd 
San Diego, CA 92114 

 

 


