
Lesson 7:The Boston Tea Party

Content Question
How did the Boston Tea Party change the relationship between the colonies and England?

Topical Essential Questions
How can we “know” what happened at an historical event of the distant past?
What are similarities and differences between modern protests and colonial protests? 

Overarching Essential Question:
What are the causes of the American Revolution?

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to analyze the causes and effects of the Boston Tea Party.
Students will be able to evaluate the extent to which the goals of the protesters were achieved.
Students will be able to reconstruct the events that happened at the Boston Tea Party through a primary 
source investigation.
Students will be able to make past to present connections between colonial and modern protests. 



Townshend Act of 1767:

Tea Act of 1773:

Intolerable Acts of 1774:

Do Now: 
Read and annotate this summary of the Boston Tea Party. 
Why did the colonists protest British taxes?



Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis: 
How does this newspaper article relate 
to the causes of the Boston Tea Party?
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What modern protest are you examining? Why?

What were the protestors fighting for?

What was the goal of the protestors?

What were the causes of the protest? 

What were the consequences of the protest? 

What actions did the protestors do to get their voice heard?

What were the reactions to these protests? 

How does this protest relate to the Boston Tea Party?

American Protests: A Past to Present Connection



Exit Slip: Why was the Boston Tea Party a turning point to the start of the American Revolution? How will you 
incorporate the Boston Tea Party into your final project?

Newspaper Article:


