Lesson 7:The Boston Tea Party

Content Question
How did the Boston Tea Party change the relationship between the colonies and England?

Topical Essential Questions
How can we “know” what happened at an historical event of the distant past?
What are similarities and differences between modern protests and colonial protests?

Overarching Essential Question:
What are the causes of the American Revolution?

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to analyze the causes and effects of the Boston Tea Party.

Students will be able to evaluate the extent to which the goals of the protesters were achieved.
Students will be able to reconstruct the events that happened at the Boston Tea Party through a primary
source investigation.

Students will be able to make past to present connections between colonial and modern protests.




Do Now:

Read and annotate this summary of the Boston Tea Party.

Why did the colonists protest British taxes?

Townshend Act of 1767:

Tea Act of 1773:

Intolerable Acts of 1774:

In 1773, Britain's East India Company was sitting on large stocks of tea
that it could not sell in England. It was on the verge of bankruptcy. In an
effort to save it, the government passed the Tea Act of 1773, which gave
the company the right to export its merchandise directly to the colonies
without paying any of the regular taxes that were imposed on the
colonial merchants, who had traditionally served as the middlemen in
such transactions. With these privileges, the company could undersell
American merchants and monopolize the colonial tea trade. The act
proved inflammatory for several reasons. First, it angered influential
colonial merchants, who feared being replaced and bankrupted by a
powerful monopoly. The East India Company's decision to grant
franchises to certain American merchants for the sale of their tea created
further resentments among those excluded from this lucrative trade.
More important, however, the Tea Act revived American passions about
the issue of taxation without representation. The law provided no new tax
on tea. Lord North assumed that most colonists would welcome the new
law because it would reduce the price of tea to consumers by removing
the middlemen. But the colonists responded by boycotting tea. Unlike
earlier protests, this boycott mobilized large segments of the population.
It also helped link the colonies together in a common experience of mass
popular protest. Particularly important to the movement were the
activities of colonial women, who were one of the principal consumers of
tea and now became the leaders of the effort to the boycott.

Various colonies made plans to prevent the East India Company from
landing its cargoes in colonial ports. In ports other than Boston, agents of
the company were "persuaded" to resign, and new shipments of tea were
either returned to England or warehoused. In Boston, the agents refused
to resign and, with the support of the royal governor, preparations were
made to land incoming cargoes regardless of opposition. After failing to

turn back the three ships in the harbor, local patriots led by */samuel
Adams staged a spectacular drama. On the evening of December 16,
1773, three companies of fifty men each, masquerading as Mohawk
Indians, passed through a tremendous crowd of spectators, went aboard
the three ships, broke open the tea chests, and heaved them into the
harbor.As the electrifying news of the Boston "tea party" spread, other
seaports followed the example and staged similar acts of resistance of
their own."
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When the Bostonians refused to pay for the property they had destroyed,
George III and Lord North decided on a policy of coercion, to be applied
only against Massachusetts, the socalled Coercive Acts. In these four acts
of 1774, Parliament closed the port of Boston, drastically reduced the
powers of selfgovernment in the colony, permitted royal officers to be
tried in other colonies or in England when accused of crimes, and
provided for the quartering of troops in the colonists' barns and empty
houses. The acts sparked new resistance up and down the coast.




Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
How does this newspaper article relate
to the causes of the Boston Tea Party?
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Contextualizing:

Analysis:
How does this newspaper article relate
to the causes of the Boston Tea Party?




AT a Town-Meeting held in MARSHFIELD, the
g1ft of K‘?‘amary, 1774, NATHANIEL RAY
THOMAS was chofen Moderator at faid Meeting.
HE Vote wae put to know the Town’s Mind,

Whether he the faid Moderator fhould have

Leave to fpeak his Mind and declare his Sentiments

relating to the Thipgs mentioned in the Warrant ; and

it pafled in the Affirmative.

And then the Vote was put to know their Minds,
Whether they will aét upon the Warrant for faid Mee-
ting 3 and it paffed in the Affirmative.

Then they proceeded to choofe a Committee con-
fiting of feven Men, viz. Doét, Ifaac Winflow;
Nathaniel Ray Thomas, Efq; Meffi'rs Elifha Ford,
Seth Bryant, William Steveng, John Baker, and
Ephraim Little, to take into Confideration and draw
up. what they fhould think proper to be voted by this
Toyn, and to make their Report ; and then the Mge-

Sourcing:

Contextualizing:

Analysis:
How does this newspaper article relate
to the causes of the Boston Tea Party?




American Protests: A Past to Present Connection

What modern protest are you examining? Why?

What were the protestors fighting for?

What was the goal of the protestors?

What were the causes of the protest?

What were the consequences of the protest?

What actions did the protestors do to get their voice heard?
What were the reactions to these protests?

How does this protest relate to the Boston Tea Party?




Newspaper Article:

Exit Slip: Why was the Boston Tea Party a turning point to the start of the American Revolution? How will you
incorporate the Boston Tea Party into your final project?




