San Diego Chapter of the

Sons of the American Revolution
2022 Member Survey Results

The survey period ended on July 25 at noon.

The survey was sent on July 17" at 4pm and almost immediately we began
receiving responses. This campaign received a much higher response than
anticipated and has the highest response rate of any mailing since we started
keeping email response records in the spring of 2018. The next highest response
was about half of this. Response is measured in the rate of clicks vs. the number of
emails opened. This response was effective in that most everyone that clicked on
the survey filled in the survey. A follow up email was sent to those that had not
responded on 7/21 which resulted in five more members completing the survey for
a total of 33 that filled in all or part of the survey.
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Survey Questions

1- Have you been an active participant in chapter meetings and/or events?
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2- If you are not attending meetings or events what is the primary reason.
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Other - Reasons given for not attending:

"It's difficult for me to attend meetings as | live in Florida for a little more than 6
months."

"l was regularly involved for over five years prior to COVID 19. | am taking a
break in order to concentrate on personal needs, health and other interests.
Thanks to the chapter for conducting this survey."

"I'm not always in San Diego every weekend, so have appreciated the Zoom
meetings, which makes it possible to attend. I'm enjoying the group, but just have
a very busy career still. Am working in Chicago now until March, 2023. Thank
you!"

"l was regularly involved for over five years prior to COVID 19. | am taking a
break in order to concentrate on personal needs, health and other interests.
Thanks to the chapter for conducting this survey."

"l am my wife's caregiver and not able to attend many meetings."



3-  What do you find to be the most interesting aspects of your SAR
membership
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Interest options:

History of Revolutionary War
Genealogy/ancestors

Gathering with others (Fellowship)
Participating in events

Working on SAR programs

Other



4-

Presentation interest ranking. Note that with the survey tool in
MailChimp we could not ask the question in the manner we wanted to
which was to rank in order of preference. The list below is shown in the
order of their average ranking (range = 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest
possible value).

Rev. War Military SAR History Local History
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Selections:

Revolutionary War period.

Military, other than Revolutionary War.
History of SAR and the San Diego Chapter.
Local area (non-Revolutionary War period),



5- If you could change anything about our regular meetings (multiple items
could be selected).
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Selections

Nothing or no opinion

Meeting location

Want a mix of times.

Meeting venue

Meeting time

All of the others were under 9% each.

5a-Want a mix of meeting times (suggestions)

"half breakfasts, half lunch"

"Lunch is the best time, breakfasts are too painful and make it in a Saturday. "
"6 per year 3 breakfast, 2 Lunch and 1 Dinner"

"My preference is for 12 monthly meetings per year, and that most be a breakfast
meeting. In February have a Washington birthday dinner. Have 3 or 4 joint

meetings/tours per year (e.g., San Salvador tour, Marston home/tour, San Diego
Presidio meeting/tour). Also include occasional all day events such as Nixon



Library tour. For regular monthly meeting the room should have good
audio/visual setup and noise privacy. "

"0 breakfast 6 lunches 3 dinners "
"Breakfast, lunch, dinner"
"6 Breakfasts - 2 Lunches - 1 Dinner"

"Prefer lunch meetings as they are more likely to be more accurately on time and
more interesting topics."

"l think 4 meetings, at breakfast time, would be great. "Coffee + History!"

"l have enjoyed many of the venues where we have had breakfast. | have not
enjoyed Mimi's as much as the others because | am hard of hearing and there is
too much noise from the other patrons in our meeting room. | would prefer a
quieter place to have a meeting."

"Lunch time"

"No meals"



6- Would you be willing to present a medal on behalf of SDSAR to a
deserving cadet at a school near you?
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6a - Those indicating yes are:

Gary Newton
Ralph Lauer
Peter Fagen
George Brewster
Richard Leslie
John M. Green
Lynn Farrar

Jim McAdory
Michael Hirman
Duncan Campbell
Philip Hinshaw

This question had been #7 in the first draft but later changed to 6a which is
why there is no #7 in the Survey.



8- Hold at least one joint meeting with DAR.
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9-  Would you like to have a formal (black tie) dinner.
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10- Speaker or meeting suggestions.

"Unity if amena RN awoken in the Revolutionary War." -Note this is directly
copied from the response.

"Revolutionary war history. Also military history from other periods. Hearing
from those who have served in our military about their experiences."

"History Center speaker concerning George Marston. Maritime Museum speaker
about San Salvador. Speaker about Spain's role in the American Revolution."

"I've been a member for over 20 years, been Vice-President, President,
Genealogist, and member of the Color Guard. I'm now 84 years old, and a
cancer survivor with limited mobility. "Remember the Ladies" - the ladies make
the Chapter. Their involvement is necessary."

"I've made multiple suggestions for speakers, but haven't heard anything back"
11- Would like to be more involved or has a question.

One person provided contact information for follow up and Michael will
contact him.

"As an emeritus member, I've done a lot in my 50 plus years. | gave away my
various uniforms (color guard member for 25 years) and don't plan on doing any
more officer or volunteer activities other than to enjoy the comradeship of nice
members."

b

"I will continue to be involved to the extent possible.’

"When | was President, | had hoped that our Compatriots would connect with
each other either by phone or an email just to say hi how are you doing and it was
enjoyable to talk or write for interaction. | wish | could be more active but family
and Graveyard Shift work schedule pretty much restricted involvement (2 jobs). |
expect to retire next year at age 66 1/2 years. Then there will be more time. Best
to all Compatriots.”

The remaining responses were reasons for not currently involved. Those reasons
mirror the responses in question #2 so they are not repeated here.



12- General Feedback & Suggestions.

"l was active in SDSAR from 1993 - 2001. | am a life member yet | am stationed
overseas at USEMB in Lima, Peru and unfortunately | cannot make the stated
meetings. However, | fondly remember the benefits of the JROTC medal as | was
a recipient in 1991 from Point Loma High School, this is one of the single most
valuable out reach programs SAR can have in SD County....(personal contact
information removed) ... Thank you compatriots. "

"l love revolutionary war history. | also really enjoy hearing from those who
have served in our...(military?) "

"I think there should be more frequent informational communications to the
members. Perhaps a "family" event would be interesting to members such as a
family picnic at a park, or more involvement with the Children of the American
Revolution. Revive the Flag Certificate program that involves members in
presenting Flag Certificates. Expand involve with groups like the Houses of USA
and Spain. "

"Having some variety of days and times for the meeting would increase the
amount of my involvement. "

"Make the meetings fun. George Washington loved to dance."

"It is difficult to fix the current lack of social interest in such meetings. Even
social media is not very social anymore. We must eliminate fake news and
stupidity and all the problems that go with it. That is not easy. "

"Have one or more "greeters" at meetings to welcome guest & members. Try to
include new people in discussions with the hope to get them more involved and
overcome the "clickish" feeling that can occur."

"First meeting people at our table made fun of the French, my husbands
relatives. Second meeting young girl talked about Nixon and her facts were
wrong and very political. My son and his wife went once and said no one wanted
to talk to them. Felt bad"



